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the grateful Syrians had elected him is, after all, a poor return for
Faisal's gifts to us during the war: and the idea of falling short of
an oriental friend in generosity leaves an unpleasantness in our
mouths. Faisal's courage and statesmanship made the Mecca
revolt spread beyond the Holy cities, until it became a very active
help to the Allies in Palestine. The Arab army, created in the
field, grew from a mob of Bedouins into an organised and well-
equipped body of troops. They captured thirty-five thousand
Turks, disabled as many more, took a hundred and fifty guns, and
a hundred thousand square miles of Ottoman territory. This was
great service in our extreme need, and we felt we owed the Arabs
a reward: and to Feisal, their leader, we owed double, for the
loyal way in which he had arranged the main Arab activity when
and where Allenby directed.
^"et we have really no competence in this matter to criticise
the French. They have only followed in very humble fashion, in
their sphere of Syria, the example we set them in Mesopotamia.
England controls nine parts out of ten of the Arab world, and
inevitably calls the tune to which the French must dance, If we
follow an Arab policy, they must be Arab. If we fight the Arabs,
they must fight the Arabs. It would show a lack of humour if
we reproved them for a battle near Damascus, and the blotting out
of the Syrian essay in self-government, while we were fighting
battles near Baghdad, and trying to render the Mesopotamians
incapable of self-government, by smashing every head that
raised itself among them.
A few weeks ago the chief of our administration in Baghdad1
was asked to receive some Arab notables who wanted to urge
their case for partial autonomy. He packed the delegation with
some nominees of his own, and in replying, told them that it
1 Colonel A. T. Wilson, the Acting Civil Commissioner. The following information
concerning this meeting is taken from 'Iraq- a Study in Political Development, by
Philip Willard Ireland. 'The group of fifteen Baghdad Nationalists, known locally as
the Mandubin or Delegates, had approached the Acting Civil Commissioner asking for
an opportunity to lay their proposals before him for transmission to H.M, Government.
He had tried to avoid giving the interview... he finally gave them an appointment of
June 2nd. He took the precaution, however, of inviting about forty other dignitaries ...
special police arrangements were made, troops were held in readiness at the barracks and
R.I.M.S. Comet with steam up and trained guns was stationed on the Tigris opposite the
Sarai.'